
14

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Part I: Colloquial Tibetan                                                                                                 Page

I.1 Essential elements of Colloquial Tibetan with Examples Sentences.......................24-85

I. 1.(1) Comparison..................................................................................................24-26

I. 1.(2) Cen-po; / °-po; literally "big" and "hot", but in the figurative sense "to be"............26

I. 1.(3) Cen-po; / °-po; used for constructing "predicate adjectives" from substantives......27

I. 1.(4) m; used in "negative imperative" and "negative conditional sentences"...........27

I. 1.(5) The use of the negatives: m; mi; min; med; in the "three tenses and persons"........27

I. 1.(6) The use of the negatives: m; mi; min; med; with the verb "to be"............................27

I. 1.(7) The use of the negatives: m; mi; min; med; with the verb "to have"........................28

I. 1.(8) ÕoN-; "to make stand" and lN-; "to stand"............................................................28

I. 1.(9) r-bzi; "to get drunk" (with helping verbs of three tenses and probability).........28

I. 1.(10) nN-bZin-—ed;  nN-bZin-—ed-ns; "like," "as"...................................................................29

I. 1.(11) verb + soN-n; soN-b-yin-n;  "hypothetical case".......................................................29

I. 1.(12) ‘in-n; ‘in-soN-n; ‘in-p-yin-n; "hypothetical case".......................................................29

I. 1.(13) past root verb + yod-n; med-n; yin-n; yod-p-yin-n; "conditional past"..........................29

I. 1.(14) verb + rogs; "please"........................................................................................30

I. 1.(15) past form of root verb + rogs-red; "to be worthless to do," "to be of no help"..30

I. 1.(16) verb + rogs-—ed; usually used "when expectations and action do not meet".......30

I. 1.(17) verb + rogs-—ed-n; "to wish" (in past sentences) "to wonder"

(in future sentences)..........................................................................................30

I. 1.(18) verb + rogs-—ed-yoN-; "whether"............................................................................31

I. 1.(19) verb + yoN-; always used in simple present tense and describing "a fact"........31

I. 1.(20) verb + yoN-; or mi-yoN-; yoN-N-; or mi-yoN-N-; "to wonder"............................................31

I. 1.(21) verb, adjective, noun + n-+yoN-+gi-m-red; "it doesn't work" (= doesn't succeed)...31

I. 1.(22) noun or adjective + yoN-b-Sog "may happen" (= sense of wishing)...................31

I. 1.(23) 'Oo; used in the first person "to ask questions about the self and others".........32

I. 1.(24) reduplicated verbs + K; used like "the present perfect continuous tense"......32

I. 1.(25) reduplicated verbs + K; + l; "two different actions that take place



15

  simultaneously"...............................................................................................32

I. 1.(26) reduplicated verbs + K; + l; "though something"............................................32

I. 1.(27) yod-yod-K; or yod-yod-p; and med-med-K; "certainly"...................................................33

I. 1.(28) verb + gi same verb + gi  'Oo-yi-'Oo-yi; = 'Oo-bZin-p; g¤id-K/g-gi-K/g-gi- "while"............33

I. 1.(29) reduplicated verbs lb-lb-p; −od-p-Ëg-Ëg-p; indicating "always doing or

  saying".............................................................................................................33

I. 1.(30) verb + Cog-Cog "easily," "ready," "almost," "available"....................................33

I. 1.(31) s/n-po-bzo;/c-ziN-bzo;/c-ziN-po-bzo; "to bother," s/n-po-—ed-/'°er-po-—ed; "to feel

  uncomfortable mainly due to lack of acquaintance".......................................34

I. 1.(32) 'di-l; "here is," and 'di; "this"..........................................................................34

I. 1.(33) 'dis; "by this" 'di-l; "of this"...........................................................................34

I. 1.(34) gcig-ìN-;  −-b-ns; ×on-ns; Ëun-ns; gtn-ns; + always med; "not at all".........................34

I. 1.(35) gcig-ls; or gcig-m-gtogs; + always med; "not more than one"..............................34

I. 1.(36) gZi-ns; + verb: conveys the idea that an act has just begun, which

should have happened earlier............................................................................34

I. 1.(37) l- + Pebs-k; "go" ns- + Pebs-p; "come"...............................................................35

I. 1.(38) dgos; a main verb that can also be used as a modal verb..................................35

I. 1.(39) verb + dgos; + red; 'dug —uN-; = "have to".............................................................35

I. 1.(40) verb + dgos; + Cgs-ìi-red; "if a situation occurs, then one must." Verb + dgos;

+ Cgs-Ôid-ìi-red; "it might be possible that one has to"...........................................36

I. 1.(41) verb + dgos; + red; "suggestion," verb + dgos; "to order"...................................36

I. 1.(42) verb + mi-dgos; "(polite)" dgos-m-red; "(impolite)"................................................36

I. 1.(43) dgos; "should" / "must"....................................................................................36

I. 1.(44) verb + dgos; + s-red; "may have to," verb + dgos; + s-yod; "should have to"........37

I. 1.(45) verb + s-red; "to predict"...................................................................................37

I. 1.(46) verb + yod; + s-red;, + s-yod; or + s-'dug "to speculate about the past".................38

I. 1.(47) verb + yod-ìi-red; verb + ìi-yod-ìi-red; "to guess about present and future events"..38

I. 1.(48) “ed; "to forget"..................................................................................................38

I. 1.(49) verb + Ëu; + same verb + helping verb + yin-n'i; "indeed," "but"......................38

I. 1.(50) adjective, verb + se; "rather," "quite"...............................................................39

I. 1.(51) yin-n'i-min-n'i;  yod-n'i-med-n'i; or any verbs like dg'-n'i-m-dg'-n'i; "whether or not"...39



16

I. 1.(52) yoN-mi-yoN-; 'Oo-dgos-med; = 'Oo-dgos-yod-dN-med; T/g-mi-T/g "whether or not"......................39

I. 1.(53) verb + dN-; + m; + same verb r-'’od-dN-m-'’od; "whether or not"...........................40

I. 1.(54) noun, adjective + rN-; ending frequently with negative helping verbs min;......40

I. 1.(55) y'i; + helping verb l; + noun +y'i;..................................................................40

I. 1.(56) ýgs; "an intensifier"........................................................................................41

I. 1.(57) d-g dN-; (literary Tg) "just," "as soon as".........................................................41

I. 1.(58) g-re-—ed-ns; "why?".............................................................................................41

I. 1.(59) yin-n-'ý;... yin-n-'ý; or yin-n-'ý;... yN-n;... yin-n-'ý; "either one of," "regardless of"..42

I. 1.(60) 'm-yN-n;... s/-r/N-Zig-ns; or yN-n;... s/-r/N-Zig-ns; or... "anyone"..................................42

I. 1.(61) gN-Ðr-—s-n'N-; gN-'ý-—s-n'N-; gN-Ðr-n'N-; "anyway".............................................42

I. 1.(62) do-„N-; "interest".................................................................................................42

I. 1.(63) '°or;  "to feel" '°or-„N-; "feeling".....................................................................42

I. 1.(64) TN-Cd-p;o "exhausting" TN-Cd; "to tire"...............................................................43

I. 1.(65) ¤uN-¤uN-; K-Ss; tog-ªm; ’n-b/; "a little," "a few," "some".........................................43

I. 1.(66) gtogs; "to be included," and m-gtogs; "besides," "except," "only,"

 "otherwise," or "else."......................................................................................43

I. 1.(67) ls; or m-gtogs; "besides"..................................................................................44

I. 1.(68) ls-gZn; or m-gtogs-gZn; "other than" or "other than these".................................44

I. 1.(69) m-gtogs; except + verb + °d; "whatever," "utmost".........................................44

I. 1.(70) The two particles yg and p; used to change a verb into a noun......................44
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